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As we celebrate the Fourth of July,
it is a good time to recall what the Bible
says about government:

is rebelling against what God has
instituted” (NIV). And St. Paul writes
to the young pastor Titus: “Remind
the people to be subject to rulers
and authorities, to be obedient, to
be ready to do whatever is good”
(Titus 3:1 NIV). Likewise, St. Peter
says: “Submit yourselves for the
Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men” (1 Peter 2:13
NIV).

 Government is established by

 We may—and must—disobey

God. Contrary to popular belief,
government is not a human invention. God himself has established
government for our good. As St.
Paul writes in Romans 13:1-2:
“There is no authority except that
which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established by God” (NIV).

when the government directs us
to act contrary to God’s Word.
This is the only exception to God’s
command to obey the government.
When the government ordered the
disciples not to preach about Jesus,
the Book of Acts reports: “Peter
and the other apostles replied: ‘We
must obey God rather than men!’”
(Acts 5:29 NIV).

 Government is to maintain order.
This is the main purpose for which
God established government. St.
Paul says of our rulers in Romans
13:4: “He is God’s servant to do you
good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the
sword for nothing. He is God’s
servant, an agent of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer” (NIV).

 God commands us to honor our
governmental leaders. Those who
serve in government are deserving
of our honor and respect, as St.
Paul tells us in Romans 13:7: “Give
everyone what you owe him . . . if
respect, then repect; if honor, then
honor” (NIV).

 God commands us to obey our
rulers. St. Paul explains in Romans
13:1-2: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that
which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been
established by God. Consequently,
he who rebels against the authority
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taxes. St. Paul directs in Romans
13:7: “Give everyone what you owe
him. If you owe taxes, pay taxes”
(NIV). And when Jesus was asked
about paying taxes to the Roman
Empire, he replied: “Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s” (Matthew 22:21 NASB).

 God wants us to pray for our
rulers. St. Paul writes in 1 Timothy
2:1-2: “I urge, then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings all all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness. This is good, and pleases
God our Savior” (NIV).
So as you celebrate Independence
Day, give thanks to God for our government, and pray that our rulers may be
blessed with godly wisdom.
Pastor Kevin Vogts

Messages for July
July 4

“God Bless America”
1 Timothy 2:1-3
July 11

“The Fruits of the Spirit”
Galatians 5:22-23
July 18

“Somthing to Boast About”
Galatians 6:14
July 25

“A Life Worthy of the Lord”
Colossians 1:10-14
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